
 

 

 

ARABIAN KNIGHTS 
NEWSLETTER FOR ELF KHURAFEH SHRINE 

SEPTEMBER 2026 
EDITION 
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Phil Gean-Potentate              

810-293-0089   PFGean490@charter.net                                                                               2026                                                                         
First Lady Judy 

810-515-9370     jpgean82881@gmail.com                                           

 

                                                                      

 

 

Brian Geiser-Chief Rabban                                                                    Chuck Birch-Assistant Rabban                                                          
517-715-3345  briangeiser20@gmail.com                                              989-430-4889  umpdad1@yahoo.com 

Lady Jami 

517-915-8324  jami61576@gmail.com      
 
                                                                             
 

 
                                                                          
 
Greg Dostal-High Priest & Prophet                                                                  Ed Parks-Oriental Guide 

989-832-3360  n8kfe@charter.net                                                                   810-597-2711  iamhere257@yahoo.com 

Lady Cheryl                                                                                                          Lady Caprice 

                                                                                                                               810-391-3048  firewriter66@yahoo.com 

 

 

                                                                          
 
 
 
Jeff Downing PP-Treasurer                                                                                  Phil Brack PP-Recorder 

810-412-8369    treasurer@ekshrine.com                                                           810-577-3316    recorder@ekshrine.com 

                            jdowning@ekshrine.com                                                                                      PJB4477@aol.com 

Lady Laura                                                                                                              Lady Lisa 

810-341-3490    ldowning@ekshrine.com                                                           810-210-2116    koalamama990@aol.com                                                    
​ ​ ​        

 

mailto:jpgean82881@gmail.com
mailto:briangeiser20@gmail.com
mailto:umpdad1@yahoo.com
mailto:jami61576@gmail.com
mailto:n8kfe@charter.net
mailto:iamhere257@yahoo.com
mailto:jdowning@ekshrine.com
mailto:recorder@ekshrine.com
mailto:jdowning@ekshrine.com
mailto:ldowning@ekshrine.com


 

 
 
 

  APPOINTED DIVAN 

                                                                                    
Matt Berry-1st Ceremonial Master                                               Brian Wiltfong-2nd Ceremonial Master 
810-938-9314                                                                                    810-874-0178 

            Lady Amie     847-404-8094    
 

                                                                                    
Rob Garceau-Director General                                                      Chuck Brantley-Marshall 
810-513-8444     rgarceau12@yahoo.com                                      248-605-1322 
Lady Krista                                                                                        Lady Reta     248-605-1368 
                                               

                                                                                      
Travis Schlosser-Captain of the Guard                                            James Doan-Outer Guard 
810-577-3524     kc8dup@gmail.com                                                 248-606-1837 
Lady Crystal                                                                                                              
 

                                                                                         
Robert Swartwood, P.P.-Chaplain                                                     Tim Corrigan-Chief Aide                                   
810-686-4425    rlswart06@aol.com                                            989-213-2534     knobyclown@gmail.com 
Lady Sandy                   
810-397-0901                                                             
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From your Potentate - Illustrious Sir Philip Gean 
 

 

 

This summer I had the opportunity to attend The Imperial Shrine Session in  

Tampa Fla. This was mostly Shrine business but there was time for relaxing. I  

wish to thank all of our members and spouses or significant others that attended.  

The trip to and from was a pain but that’s how it goes. Updates will be gone 

over at our next business meeting September 16th at Circus Park Event Center. 

The EK Kampers met this year in Garden Mi and it was bitter sweet as we lost one  

of the best Shriners you will ever meet, who was also a very close friend to a lot  

of people. Bob (Boob) Hardin you will forever be missed. 

GLSA is a must attend in September, so I will see you then. 

If you haven’t registered for the October 23rd to the 25th wine tasting event  

please do so immediately. 

I hope you had a great summer and keep Shrining on. 

God bless you! 

Phil Gean Potentate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PICTURES FROM IMPERIAL SESSION IN TAMPA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EK SHRINE’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Sept 7 - Labor Day  

Sept 9-13 - GLSA in Dayton, OH 

Sept 16 - Business Meeting   CP   6PM Dinner   7PM Meeting 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

From your Chief Rabban                                                               
Brian Geiser                                                                                     
 
 

Greetings, Nobles and Ladies, 

I hope you all had a wonderful summer. As the Temple resumes its regular activities, please 
remember that our September stated meeting will be held one week later than usual due to the 
G.L.S.A. convention. For those who don’t plan to attend, please join me in congratulating John 
Arnould on being elected as President of the Great Lakes Shrine Association this year. I 
encourage everyone to attend this September business meeting to learn about the votes from 
the Imperial Session; dinner that evening will be steak. 

For all clubs and units, please submit your election results to the Recorder as soon as possible. 
If you have any special requests for next year's pocket calendar, the deadline for submissions is 
November 1st. Additionally, if you noticed any errors in recent calendars, please let me know so 
I can ensure they are corrected. 

If you plan to host a trunk for this year's Trunk or Treat on October 17th from 1:00PM to 4:00PM, 
please notify myself or Jami  soon. We are finalizing plans and need to begin ordering supplies. 
There will be a volunteer dinner following the event. 

I am still seeking feedback and new ideas on how to re-engage our inactive Nobles. We have 
many members whom we have not seen in a while. Please reach out to them to gather their 
thoughts on what changes they would like to see, and communicate this feedback to me or the 
Divan so we can help our membership grow. 

As always, I look forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events. If you need any 
information, please feel free to reach out. 

Fraternally, 

 

Brian Geiser                                                              

Chief Rabban  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

From your Assistant Rabban                                              

Chuck Birch 
 
 
 
I hope that all of you are having a wonderful summer. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of you nobles who showed up to pay your respects to Bob 
“Boob” Hardin. It was a very impressive turnout to express our Masonic love and 
respect to a great man and Mason. His passing will leave a large hole in our Temple.  
As we approach September, remember that due to GLSA occurring when our usual 
scheduled meeting day happens, our September meeting will be on the 3rd Wednesday  
of this month.  
The Temple continues to look for more petitions for new members for our 
Ceremonial in November. Look at the members of your Lodge and ask them if they 
have a desire to further their Masonic experience and help our kids. You could be giving 
a Brother the Masonic experience that they have been looking for. Hope to see you all at 
the September meeting. 
Yours in the faith, Chuck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
                                                              
 
From your Oriental Guide                                                            
Edward Parks 
 
 

 

Greetings Nobles 
With fall being right around the corner I hope this article finds you all healthy and well. 
Remember that G.L.S.A  is Sept 9th - Sept 13th in Dayton, Ohio. This is an Elf Khurafeh  
event so we are hoping all parade units will be represented. 
The  Business Meeting has been moved to the16th of Sept due to G.L.S.A. It will NOT  
be in Saginaw. It will be at Circus Park. There is a steak fry for dinner for $20.00 per  
person. 6:00 Meeting and meeting to follow at 7:00. RSVP is requested. Contact Dave  
Trowbridge at 720-412-9139 or Phil Brack at 810-577-3316.They would like to make  
sure they have enough steaks. 
The Imperial Session in July was quite the experience. Meeting the Nobility from all  
over the world was an opportunity I will not soon forget. Thank you again for electing  
me as a delegate to represent Elf Khurafeh. 
In closing I wish for you all to have a safe and enjoyable Labor Day weekend. 
Yours In Faith 
Oriental Guide 
Edward Parks 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                               
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
From your Treasurer~~~~Jeff Downing P.P. 
 
 
 
Nobles and Ladies, 
Happy September! While it’s technically still summer, the cool crisp mornings are just around 
the corner. September is also dues season. You should have already received an email 
notification about your dues. If you haven’t paid yet, you’ll get a postal copy of the notice soon. 
Make sure you get your dues paid! You’ll also notice a slight increase in your dues this year. A 
bylaws change in the Shriners International bylaws now ties the Per Capita to the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI). For 2027, Per Capita increased from $50 to $54. 
September also means back to business for the Shrine. Club and Unit meetings pick back up. 
Business meetings begin again. Lots of activities and things to do! Now is the time to get active. 
We’d love to see as many people as possible at our business meetings. It’s your chance to have 
your voice heard and help make decisions on the direction your temple takes going forward. 
Lots of work has been done on our financial front. We have reinstated 4 clubs, filed paperwork 
and taxes on 4 more, and our accounting firm is currently working on the 990s for the Temple 
and Association. The light at the end of the tunnel is getting very bright! However, we still need 
a few things from a couple of clubs. Your Divan rep will be reaching out if we need something 
from you. If a request is made of your club, please help get the requested info turned in as 
quickly as possible. 
Please make sure to keep our military and first responders, sick and shut-in, and especially our 
Shrine Kids in your prayers. 
Yours in the faith, 
Jeff Downing, P.P. - Treasurer 
 
 

 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

From your Recorder 

  Phil Brack, P.P. 
 

Greetings. 

Well, summer is flying by fast. I hope everyone is doing well and enjoying the heat. 

The dues notices have been coming out as of August 1st. Initially they will be sent via 

email. If you have an email on file you should be getting one. Eventually you will get 

a paper copy if you don’t respond to the email. Your Per Capita charge has increased 

this year by $4. This increase was determined by a formula adopted at the Imperial 

Session this summer in Tampa. It is based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and the decline of 

membership. This will undoubtedly cause an increase every year unless inflation stagnates and 

membership increases. Here is the formula that has been adopted: 

ALCULATION OF PER CAPITA INCREASE FOR TEMPLE YEAR 2027 

I. Determination of CPI for Calendar Year 2025 The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics provides 
theConsumer Price Index (“CPI”), which is a measure of the average change over time in the 
prices paid by consumers for a representative basket of consumer goods and services. The 
broadest and most comprehensive CPI is called the All-Items Consumer Price Index for All 
Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for the U.S. City Average, 1982-84=100. The 12-month percent 
change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers for all items (CPI-U) from 
December 2024 to December 2025 was a 2.7% increase. 

II. Determination of the Membership Losses for Shriners International for 2025. The total 
membership of Shriners International on December 31, 2024, was 166,000. The total 
membership of Shriners International on December 31, 2025 was 157,450. The annual 
percentage decrease in ShrinersInternational membership was 5.66%. 

III. Determining the Sum of the CPI increase and the SI Membership decrease The sum of 
annual percentage increase in the U.S. CPI (2.7%) plus the annual percentage decrease in 
membership in Shriners International as of December 31 (5.66%) for the most recent year (2025) 
is 8.36%. 

IV. Calculation of the Dollar Increase to be Added to the Current Per Capita Tax The per capita 
tax for the 2026 temple year is $50.00. The sum of the CPI increase and Membership Decrease is 
8.36%. $50 x .0836 = $4.18. 

 



 

 

V. Rounding to the Nearest Dollar The amount of the increase ($4.18) is rounded to the nearest 
dollar. Here, the number is rounded down to the nearest dollar. Therefore, the addition to the 
2026 per capita tax of $50.00 will be $4.00 for the 2027 temple year. The per capita tax paid by 
nobles to the temples for the benefit of Shriners International for the 2027 temple year will be 
$54.00. Summary of Calculations of the per capita increase for temple year 2027: Description of 
Measurement CPI for Calendar Year 2025 Raw Calculation SI membership decline for Temple 
Year 2025 2.7% 5.66% Sum of 2.7% and 5.66% Latest Per Capita assessment for Temple Year 
2026 8.36% $50.00 Per Capita assessment multiplied by percentage increase Rounded to nearest 
whole dollar – Per Capita assessment for 2027 $54.18 $54.00 7-20-26 

Summary of Calculations of the per capita increase for temple year 2027: Description of 
Measurement CPI for Calendar Year 2025 Raw Calculation SI membership decline for Temple 
Year 2025 2.7% 5.66% Sum of 2.7% and 5.66% Latest Per Capita assessment for Temple Year 
2026 8.36% $50.00 Per Capita assessment multiplied by percentage increase Rounded to nearest 
whole dollar – Per Capita assessment for 2027 $54.18 $54.00 

The Temple is no longer in the lawn mowing business here at Circus Park and we have some 
lawn maintenance equipment we want to sell. 2- Exmark Lazer Z zero turn mowers (60 inch), 2 
– Stihl weed whackers, 1-Stihl hand held blower, 1-Stihl 16 inch chainsaw, 1-Stihl hedge 
trimmer, 1 Ford tractor. These items can be seen at Circus Park during the week. We will be 
taking bids on these items until the September business meeting. We will announce the high 
bidders then. If you wish to place a bid on these items, please mail your bid to Elf Khurafeh, P.O. 
Box 1, Clio, MI 48420 or email them to recorder@ekshrine.com. 

Until next month. 

Respectfully submitted, Philip Brack P.P. Recorder. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Elf Khurafeh Shrine Black Camel Report 

These Nobles have been reported deceased since our last meeting. 

 

Robert “Boob” Hardin  Clio   8-1-2026 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

From your First Ceremonial Master 

Matt Berry                                                                             

 

I have been busy working with the EDM Committee as we continue planning what 
we believe will be an exciting and successful event. If you have any questions or 
would like more information, the committee can now be reached by email at 
edm@ekshrine.com. 

If you would like to serve on the committee or receive the latest information, please 
feel free to reach out. We are still looking to fill the following open committee 
positions for the EDM Festival: 

Sanitation 

Parking 

Box Office 

Have a great start to your summer! 

Matt Berry 

1st Ceremonial Master 
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This one’s for EVERYONE (this month)  
Jami Geiser–Chief Rabban’s Lady 
 
IN MEMORY OF BOB (BOOB) HARDIN 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=dc9ffffa1fb82da1a212e672e9753503024ec1fb02372c0613b6b3728e4de0a9JmltdHM9MTc2ODc4MDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1fc9669a-8166-6e3c-3d5d-736e80f06fec&psq=mental+wellness+month&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ibG9nLmNhbG0uY29tL2Jsb2cvbWVudGFsLXdlbGxuZXNzLW1vbnRo&ntb=1


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Arabian Knights 
Editor: Jami Geiser 

Phone: 517-915-8324 
Email: ArabianKnights@ekshrine.com 

 
ARABIAN KNIGHTS IS GOING TO BE A MONTHLY 

PUBLICATION THIS YEAR. IF YOU WANT A MAILED COPY, PLEASE PAY THE 
TEMPLE $30 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION: 9/20/2026 
 

ELF KHURAFEH TEMPLE 
PO BOX 1                             PHONE: (810) 686-2641 

                            4240 W WILSON RD                
             CLIO, MI 48420                   EMAIL: INFO@EKSHRINE.COM 

 
All Clubs, Units, Committee Chairs, Divan, and Nobility are encouraged to submit 

monthly articles. 
Thank you all so very much for your support to keep this publication going 
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