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From your Potentate - Illustrious Sir Jim Dameron 
 

Greetings Nobles 

 

I hope everyone had a great summer, it has been a warm one. 

By the time you get this article we will have returned from Imperial session in Atlanta, Georgia, 
where our charter move was approved. A great time was had by all in Atlanta.  

Oasis has had a very busy summer with the Sloan car show, Blueberry kickoff car show and the 
Blueberry Festival. I want to thank Oasis for all their hard work and everything they do for the 
temple.  

This summer I've had the pleasure of attending a couple Shrine clubs up north. Back in June I 
attended Ausable Shrine club in Grayling, then in August I attended Northern Michigan Shrine 
club they meet in Vienna corners. It was a pleasure getting to attend these clubs.  

By the time you receive this article we will have had the family picnic, I hope everyone had a 
good time. 

I would like to thank the clown unit, Oasis Shrine club & Midland Shrine club for all their hard 
work getting the picnic together.  

Events we still have coming up for the remainder of the year are the Potentate's Fall Ball on 
September 20th. Please RSVP to First Lady Sandie Dameron or Lady Jami Geiser. $45.00 for a 
single person or $90.00 for a couple.  

Trunk or Treat is on October 18th.  If any club or unit would like to donate to the party, please 
get with the trunk or treat committee. If anyone would like to decorate a trunk please get with the 
committee as well. 

The Fall ceremonial is November 1st. Please remind the nobles that come in at a business 
meeting short form they need to be at the ceremonial in November.  

I know it's late in the year as parades go, but any club or unit doing parades MUST notify the 
Potentate and the Recorder of the temple. 

Lady Sandie and myself would like to thank everyone for your hard work and support this year, it 
means the world to us. 

Rise and Thrive in 25. 

Yours in Faith  

Jim Dameron 

Potentate  

Elf Khurafeh Shrine. 

 
 

 



 

From your Chief Rabban - Phil Gean 

Nobles- I hope you had fun with your family and friends over the summer. We still have some 
events for you to enjoy this summer and fall so make sure and check the calendar. Calendar 
of events is located at ekshrine.com and look under Member Information. I am putting 
together the calendar for 2026 so if you have an event or changes to the calendar please let 
me know. Thank you to the clubs and units that have already contacted me. 

The statue project is coming along and it is hoped it will be done soon. 

All clubs and units make plans to attend next year’s 2026 GLSA as we will be hosting. The 
dates are 9/9/26 to 9/13/26. This event will take place in Dayton Ohio. It will be a lot of fun as 
the event team is putting together a lot of great things to do. I’m also still working on visiting 
clubs and units. 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

EK SHRINE’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

September 1    Labor Day 

September 10-13    GLSA in Bloomington, Illinois 

September 17    Business meeting at CP 

                            Dinner 6pm    Meeting 7pm 

September 19    Fall Ball Set-up 

September 20    Potentate’s Fall Ball at CP 

                             6pm  Formal Attire 

September 24-27  SFA in Boise, Idaho 
 
 

 

http://ekshrine.com


 

 
 



 

Many opportunities to volunteer! Nobles, 
family members or high schoolers that need 

volunteer hours. Contact Jami Geiser.   

 



 

 

 

 
From your Assistant Rabban                                                               
Brian Geiser                                                                                     
 

 

GREETINGS NOBLES AND LADIES  
Well, as summer comes to an end, I hope everyone had a safe and fun season. As this newest 

edition of the Arabian Knights comes out, the Shrine will be getting back into the swing of 

things. Coming up will be G.L.S.A. Fall Ceremonial in ILL. Please sign up if you would like to 

attend.  It’s a good opportunity to meet other Shriners from the Great Lakes area and see how 

other shrine temples are doing with all their activities. Maybe they are doing something we can 

implement here.  

Registration link  

https://greatlakesshrineassociation.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff183cf8dedb4fcae48d

72173&id=b971cf9593&e=2d89c39c8c 

Hotel link 

https://greatlakesshrineassociation.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff183cf8dedb4fcae48

d72173&id=eaf97a39fb&e=2d89c39c8c  

Please start thinking about 2026. E.K. will be hosting G.L.S.A. In Dayton OH. with Ill. John 

Arnould as President in 2026. We will need help with this and commitments from clubs for 

parading and to put on the fall ceremonial. 

I’m still looking for the questionnaires that I sent out to come back. Out of the 600 plus I sent 

out, I received 8 back. Please take the time to do this and get it to me soon. Thank you. 

I am still looking for feedback on new ideas to get our nobles back involved and active.  We still 

have quite a few nobles that have joined but we have not seen much of them. Please reach out 

and get their thoughts on what they would like to see differently to help our membership grow, 

and please communicate this to me. 

     As always, I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at all of our events that are scheduled for 

this year. If there is any information you need,  please feel free to reach out to me and I will 

answer what I can and get you the answers for anything I can’t answer.  

  

Brian Geiser 

Assistant Rabban 

 

https://greatlakesshrineassociation.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff183cf8dedb4fcae48d72173&id=b971cf9593&e=2d89c39c8c
https://greatlakesshrineassociation.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff183cf8dedb4fcae48d72173&id=b971cf9593&e=2d89c39c8c
https://greatlakesshrineassociation.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff183cf8dedb4fcae48d72173&id=eaf97a39fb&e=2d89c39c8c
https://greatlakesshrineassociation.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff183cf8dedb4fcae48d72173&id=eaf97a39fb&e=2d89c39c8c


 

More Imperial Session Pictures… 

 

                         

 

 

 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Moslem Shrine Temple’s Calendar of Events   

Sept. 21st–Moslem Shrine Charity Golf Scramble   9am  Shotgun 

                   Cherry Creek GC 

Oct. 4th–Moslem Shriners Fall Meat Raffle   Doors open at 11am 

                Moslem Shrine   37987 Interchange Dr    Farmington Hills, MI 

___________________________________________________ 
 
From your High Priest & Prophet 
Chuck Birch 
 
Well Brother Nobles, I hope this message finds you in good health 
and staying cool in the AC. This summer has been very hot and 
muggy, and hopefully you were able to find relief from the 
humidity. After going dark for the last two months, (except for your 
elected officers), it’s time to get back together and celebrate this 
fantastic fraternal organization we are blessed to be members of. 
In my May article I mentioned that we need much more 
participation from the membership. Gentlemen, this is YOUR 
organization!!!! In 2025, we are averaging 31 members at our 
business meetings. Take away the normal attendance of 13 Divan 
members, this means that about 18 of you are taking the time to 
help us make decisions concerning EKS. That is about 3% of 
our members at the business meetings. How great it would be to 
see 100 Nobles, 150 Nobles, 200 Nobles in attendance!!! Let’s 
run out of food at the meal before the meeting, we’ll get more. 
Please get active!! We are looking for people to run for office this 
December. If you have an interest in becoming an officer in 2026, 
let us know. Become active. Let’s make the EKS the premier 
temple it deserves to be. Yours in the faith!! Chuck. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
From your Oriental Guide 
John Banning 



 

From your Treasurer~~~~Jeff Downing PP                                                                           

                                                                         
 
 
 

Greetings from the office of the Treasurer. 
As I write this article, some of you are suffering through these few really hot August days. I, for 
one, will never complain about these days. Because I know that five to six months from now, I 
will be absolutely miserable dealing with the arctic temperatures of winter. For those of you that 
favor the steamy days of summer, make sure you enjoy every last bit of them as we work our 
way into fall. I’m happy to announce that our accounting firm has completed the review of our 
financial statements for 2021, which was the first step in getting our tax-exempt statuses 
reinstated. It has been a long process getting to this point, but from here going forward, things 
should move fairly quickly. I spoke with our accounting firm about a timeline and was told that 
we should have everything completed by the end of the year as long as we can provide the firm 
with requested documents in a timely fashion. That said, if your club/unit receives a request for 
documentation, please help motivate the officers to reply as quickly as possible. We still have 
clubs and units that have not turned in their 2024 financial report. We need these as soon as 
possible. As part of getting each club and unit reinstated, we will need copies of your bylaws, 
your founding document (either the Articles of Incorporation or the Constitution of your club or 
unit), and the date of founding. These documents are required when submitting Form 1024 to 
the IRS. As of this writing, executive board members have been asking some clubs for these 
documents so we can get the first batch of Form 1024s submitted to the IRS. Again, your 
prompt attention to this request will ensure we meet our goal of financial compliance by the end 
of the year. I hope you all enjoyed the summer and are ready to get back to “work” doing the 
great things Shriners do. Please keep our sick and shut-ins, our military and first responders, 
and especially our Shrine kids in your thoughts and prayers. 
Yours in the faith, 
Jeff Downing, P.P. 
Treasurer - Elf Khurafeh Shrine 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

From your Recorder                                                   

Phil Brack, P.P. 
 

 

Greetings. Where does the time go? The year is more than half over.   

Our charter move was approved at the Imperial Session in July. Hopefully that issue has 
been put to bed.   

The 2026 dues notices have been sent via email. If you don’t have an email address on file, 
you will get yours by first class mail soon. All members in “Good Standing” will receive new 
dues cards this year. There will be no stickers. It is highly recommended to download the 
“My Fez Card Viewer” app for your smartphone. Speaking of dues, we still have 63 
members that are 2 years in arrears and are subject to suspension at the end of the year. I 
will provide a list to any member that would like to help with getting these members to get 
their dues caught up. We also have 130 members that still owe 2025 dues to the tune of 
$30,500.00. If you need help with your dues please give me a call or email me.  

Don’t forget the stated business meeting in September is on the 17th due to GLSA being the 
week before.  

Until next month.  

Respectfully submitted, Philip Brack P.P. Recorder  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the First Ceremonial Master 

Tim Birch 

Good day Nobles and Ladies!  

  In June I traveled to the AuSable Shrine Club in Grayling for their meeting and was joined by 
Illustrious Potentate Jim Dameron. There were few in attendance as their membership is small but 
President Noble Louie Arreola is doing his best to keep them afloat. On the 22nd of July I attended 
the White Pine Shrine Club meeting at the Tawas Masonic Center and enjoyed a chicken dinner 
with the members and their ladies. (see photo attached). August 14 I traveled to the Vienna Sports 
Bar and Grill in the Johannesburg/Atlanta area up north for the Northern Michigan Shrine Club 
meeting. Illustrious Potentate Jim Dameron was in attendance and addressed the club on future 
dates for the membership and their families. Well, that's all for now, looking forward to attending 
the annual picnic on August 24th. 

 

    Let's make it happen for the kids!! 



 

      White Pines Shrine Club 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

From the Second Ceremonial Master 

Tim Corrigan 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

From the Director General 

Ed Winer 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

From the Captain of the Guard 

Travis Schlosser 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 



 

 
From the Outer Guard - Robert Gaffney 

 

Greetings: If you did not attend the Oasis S.C. steak fry in June you missed a great meal. 
If your steak did not turn out the way you wanted, it was your own fault as you cooked it!  

I did not get the recipe for the Vidalia onions, but they were cooked to perfection. I 
noticed several individuals going back for seconds. The baked potatoes were their usual 
great quality. The salad was garnished with your favorite dressing, if you picked the 
wrong one, your fault.  

If you missed the apple dessert, too bad. If you forgot the whipped cream, it's your fault. 
As a matter of fact, I ate mine first to make sure I had room. Last, but not least, you had 
to sit at the right table. If you didn’t, you missed out on some great fellowship, your fault.  

If you did attend, make sure you thank the people who put the meal on, it was great in my 
opinion. Great time.  

I did lose an Apple I Phone with my name on it. If you find it, I would appreciate it’s 
return.  

Bob Gaffney  

Outer Guard 

______________________________________________________________________  

 

From Pat Finnegan–Treasurer of Driver’s Unit 

We have our 1st of two annual Shrine Driver’s meetings on Saturday, Sept. 20th. It is at 
the Saginaw Masonic Lodge 2655 N. Center Rd Saginaw, MI at 10am. This is a MUST 
meeting to elect new officers. The second meeting is on Saturday, Oct. 18th. It will be at 
Clio Masonic Lodge 714 N. Mill St. Clio, MI at 10am. All drivers please attend at least one 
of these short meetings.Thank you!! 

Also, our condolences to the Besko family. We lost a very dedicated and devoted Shriner. 
George was a Tall Shriner and President of the Driver's Unit. He has probably made over 
250 trips to Chicago. He never said no when asked to go on a trip. He will be deeply 
missed. 

 

http://family.we


 

 
From the Chaplain   Robert Swartwood 

Greetings brothers and sisters of the Shrine.  As you read this, I will have returned from the 

Imperial Session and the installation of our new Imperial Potentate.  In his acceptance speech, 

he very clearly emphasized that "Unity" was his main theme for his year.  He emphasized that 

he felt that there was a strong feeling of disunity throughout the Shrine that needed fixing.  I 

found his words very stimulating and directly on point.  It seems that us Shriners across the 

board are losing our moral compass and not living up to our Masonic oaths on a regular basis 

and it shows in how we treat each other and do our business.  Most of us have seen examples 

of this and witnessed it first hand.  This is a bit disappointing as it goes against the very 

principals of brotherhood that we cherish.  And, as many of our brothers are also Past Masters, 

many holding the position several times, we certainly know the tenants of the organization and 

how we are to conduct ourselves.  My prayer is that we take this challenge to heart and do 

some self-examination to see where we fit in.  I know I am doing that and I see room for 

improvement.  Please join me in this goal and follow the Imperial Potentate's lead.  If we are 

truly going to make good men better, we need to serve as the example.  May God Bless you all. 

Robert L. Swartwood 

Attorney at Law 

164 W. Vienna Street 

Clio, MI 48420 

(810) 686-7687 

Fax: (810) 686-7683 

RLSWART06@aol.com 

—----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

From the Chief Aide 

Ed Soper 

mailto:RLSWART06@aol.com


 

IMPORTANT  MILESTONES!  
Graduating patient hoping to   
help mentor other burn survivors  
You’re never too old to hang out with Fezzy. As a   
19-year-old, the aptly named Lovely will soon graduate   
from our specialized burn care. Until then, we’ll spoil   
the Alabama native and all our patients!   

Lovely was burned over 40% of her body at just 6   
years old when another child put gas on a fire, the   
wind caught the flames and blew towards her. She was   
treated at another hospital and came to us when she   
was 9. She says Shriners gave her mobility back and   
that she wants to mentor other burn survivors.  

We’re here to provide the most AMAZING CARE anywhere for every   
child with burn and plastic surgery needs! 

Chicago marks 100 years since cornerstone 
ceremony  
For centuries, the laying of   
a Masonic cornerstone has   
served as the first step in the   
construction of buildings of   
significance. In June the Board   
of Governors and supporting   
Shrine temple potentates   
and chief rabbans marked   
100 years since the laying of   
the original Chicago hospital   
building cornerstone.   

That facility used to stand  
where the parking lot is now.  
Guests included four patient   

alumni speakers, employees  
with more than 40 years at  
the hospital, and employees  
who are also Shriners. This   

event is part of 18 months  of 
celebrations for Chicago’s  
100th anniversary taking place  
in 2026.  

One Children’s Plaza – 2 West Dayton, OH 

45404  
SHRINERSOHIO.ORG   
2211 N. Oak Park Ave.  Chicago, IL 60707 
SHRINERSCHICAGO.ORG  



 

This one’s for the girls 
Jami Geiser–Assistant Rabban’s Lady 
 
Support First Lady Cheryl Koehn's Program Today! 
Women Impacting Care, chaired by Shriners International’s First Lady 

Cheryl Koehn, is a thoughtful group of women donors, supporters and 

advocates who have bonded together to help highlight services and 

programs of Shriners Children’s. This year, Women Impacting Care 

proudly supports a program that embodies the very heart of Shriners 

Children's, compassion, innovation and empowerment seen Through 

the Eyes of a Child.  

Support First Lady Cheryl Koehn’s Through the Eyes of a Child program 

by purchasing a specially-designed, custom product below or by 

making a donation online. 

 
 
This year, Women Impacting Care proudly supports a program that embodies 
the very heart of Shriners Children's, compassion, innovation, and empowerment 
seen through the eyes of a child. This initiative shines a light on the emotional 
healing of our young patients, those who face not only physical trauma, but the 
complex journey of reintegrating into their families, schools, and communities. 
Each child's journey is navigated by a full circle of support, physically and 
emotionally, bringing new hope to children throughout the world. At Shriners 
Children's, healing isn't left to chance or handled in isolation. Our care teams 
represent every discipline. Together with caregivers and families, they create a 
powerful multidisciplinary approach. Our focus is not only the child's medical 
recovery, but also their confidence and comfort in returning to the outside world. 
 

 

 

 

https://donate.lovetotherescue.org/give/705027/#!/donation/checkout


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Black Camel Report 
 
These Nobles have been reported deceased since our last meeting.   

 

 Jerry Goss, Flint Township, 5-26-2025  

David “Rags” Florida, Linden, 6-9-2025  

Arthur Albrecht, San Antonio, TX, 5-25-2016  

James Warren, Pinconning, 7-27-2018  

Gene M. Sweet, Winneconne, WI, 12-7-2024  

Lymon Green, Swartz Creek, 11-2-24  

William R. Moore, Pittsburgh, PA, 10-10-2017  

Robert G. Minard, Bridgeport, 7-6-2025  

George Besko, Flushing, 8-12-2025 

 

Philip Brack,P.P. 

Recorder 
Elf Khurafeh Shrine 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

LIFE-CHANGING CARE!  
SCO using 
transformative power   
of laser treatment for 
burn scars  
The world-renowned burn teams at Shriner’s 
Children’s are increasing and expanding the 
use of transformative technology to bring 
relief and comfort to young burn survivors. 
Sara Higginson, M.D., and other Shriners 
Children’s burn physicians are leading the 
healthcare system’s enhanced use of lasers 
as an innovative and effective tool for 
advancing the treatment of scars caused by   
burns and other accidents. This treatment 
releases scar tissue, reduces itching and                    
improves the scar visibility.  

We’re here to provide the most AMAZING CARE anywhere for every   
child with burn and plastic surgery needs! 

Jayden overcomes injury, will play college 
football  

Jayden, 18, a patient at  
Shriners Children’s Chicago,  
suffered a complete fracture  of 
his femur at football camp  
before high school. After  
emergency surgery out-of 
state, Jayden returned home.  
His mother, Jacky, researched  
orthopedic surgeons online,  
which led them to Shriners  
Children’s. From the moment  
she called, Jacky knew they  
were the right place.   

“Football is Jayden’s life … I’m   

not just going to go to any  
doctor, I’m going to find the  
best doctor for him because  
this is something that he  
loves,” Jacky said.  

Once told he may never play  
again, Shriners Children’s  
orthopedic sports medicine  and 
physical therapy treatment  kept 
Jayden on the team. The  team 
also helped with a later  
shoulder injury. This fall Jayden  
will play college football in the  
state of Wisconsin.   

SHRINERSCHICAGO.ORG  



 

2025 FEZTIVAL OF TREES INFORMATION  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The FEZtival of Trees is avidly coordinating with businesses, local community groups and 
families, shrine clubs and units as well as previous sponsors. 

We are excited to share the following display sponsors have confirmed their tree display and 
some have already selected a theme.  

 

Kristy Haskell -  

Sara Scott - 

Local Tax Service - 

Mindful Memories - Taylor Swift 

Bad Apple Creations -  

The McMullen Families -  

Clan 55 Hillbilly Gals - Detroit Lions 

Clio Center for the Arts - Homemade Christmas 

The Boutell Family -  

The Haskell Family - Elf 

Davison Home Bakery - Snow 

American Legion Post 64 Auxiliary - Giving Thanks to Our Veterans 

 

We encourage our Nobles, Ladies, Clubs and Units of Elf Khurafeh Shrine and El Said Court No 28 
to share their excitement of our joint holiday fundraiser and strive to each attain a business 
sponsor. Displays are the key for this event.  

The display basic: 

- Artificial tree or wreath with minimum of three presents 

- $250 minimum value, $500 value requested, no maximum  

- 10’ maximum height for display 

- If display has lights, it must have a steady glow option 

 

SPONSOR BENEFITS 

One of the most immediate benefits sponsors will receive is increased brand visibility. By putting 
their name, logo, and message in front of event attendees, television viewers, or social media 
followers, brands significantly amplify their reach. 

- Sponsors will have their name, logo, and link added to the event website. 



 

- They will receive recognition on Social Media, Local Radio Stations, and New Channels, as well 
as Road Signs and print material (flyers, tickets, entrance passes).  

- There will be a designated display space during the event for the Sponsor's printed 
cards/brochures 

- All Sponsors will have free access to the Sponsor Only Soft Opening (TBA) 

Our sponsorship can offer a wealth of benefits that can significantly enhance a brand’s visibility, 
reputation, and business prospects. With targeted audience engagement to valuable networking 
opportunities, the returns on the sponsorship investment can be substantial and multifaceted. By 
strategically aligning with the event, sponsors can amplify their brand message, foster consumer 
loyalty, and create lasting business relationships. 

In an increasingly competitive market, these advantages can provide a critical edge, making this 
sponsorship an invaluable component of a comprehensive marketing strategy. 

Quick link to register a sponsor for a display: 

https://forms.gle/thg2nqLh73SqSZa6A 

 

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

The Security Unit is selling these Elf Khurafeh Shrine hats.  

$20 each or 2 for $30. Get in touch with a member of Security to get one for yourself 

and a friend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/thg2nqLh73SqSZa6A


 

 
Arabian Knights 

Editor: Jami Geiser 
Phone: 517-915-8324 

Email: ArabianKnights@ekshrine.com 
 

ARABIAN KNIGHTS IS GOING TO BE A MONTHLY 
PUBLICATION THIS YEAR. IF YOU WANT A MAILED COPY, PLEASE PAY THE TEMPLE 

$30 
DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION:  9/15/2025 

 
ELF KHURAFEH TEMPLE 

PO BOX 1                             PHONE: (810) 686-264 
4240 W WILSON RD                 FAX (810) 686-2782 

             CLIO, MI 48420                   EMAIL: INFO@EKSHRINE.COM 
 

All Clubs, Units, Committee Chairs, Divan, and Nobility are encouraged to submit 
monthly articles. 

Thank you all so very much for your support to keep this publication going 
 

mailto:ArabianKnights@ekshrine.com
mailto:INFO@EKSHRINE.COM
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