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From your Potentate - Illustrious Sir Philip Gean

From The Potentate

Warmer weather is here and it is time to come out of hibernation! Now is the time to sell the
Sportsman raffle tickets as this is when people are getting out and about. Make sure to
mention the side raffles as there are quite a few. Please note the March 1st Chili cookoff time is
1pm, not 5pm.The wine and bourbon tasting is on March 7th and the time is 5pm.

This month’s business meeting is at Circus Park Event Center. Check for times as we might
have a candidate.

We will be in the poker room twice this month. First on March 15th and the second on March
29th . If you want to donate your time please let me know as | can always use workers.

The LOSNA court #28 Installation of officers is on the 21st of March at Swartz Creek Lodge
and is a must attend. | will see you there.

Remember that we will have an Easter party for the kiddos on March 28th, noon till 4pm.

Your Potentate Philip F Gean

More dinner/dance

pictures



EK SHRINE'S CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 1 Chili Cook-off 1pm CP

March 7 Wine and Bourbon Tasting 5pm CP

March 11 Board Meeting 5pm CP

Dinner 6pm Business Meeting 7pm

March 15-18 Poker Room American Legion, Davison

March 17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day

March 21 LOS Installation Swartz Creek Masonic Lodge

(Divan are required to attend)

March 28 Easter Party 1pm-4pm CP

March 29-April 1 Poker Room American Legion, Davison



From your Chief Rabban
Brian Geiser

GREETINGS NOBLES AND LADIES

As | stated in last month’s issue, Jami and | have been asked to head up the Easter
party on March 28th. The ladies have a good plan together. What we need now is a
few more volunteers to make this happen. If you’re interested in helping, please reach
out to myself or Jami. Thank you.

We are still looking for feedback on new ideas to get our nobles back involved and
active; we still have quite a few nobles that have joined but we have not seen much of
them. Please reach out and get their thoughts on what they would like to see
differently to help our membership grow and please communicate this to the divan.

As always, I’'m looking forward to seeing everyone at all our events that are scheduled
for this year. If there is any information you need, please feel free to reach out to me
and | will answer what | can and get you the answers for anything | can’t answer.

Brian Geiser

Chief Rabban



From your Assistant Rabban
Chuck Birch

Greetings Nobles, we're almost 2 months into 2026, and things are going fairly well. Our
Circuses were pretty successful despite the weather deciding to not cooperate, again.
The attendance at our business meetings continues to be lower than we would like. The
Divan would prefer that our meetings overflow with Nobles, so that we can get ideas
and opinions from a larger cross section of our Nobles. Please consider attending our
meetings and events. We try to schedule events, ie: Chili Cookoff, Bourbon and wine
tasting, etc, that would appeal to and be enjoyable to most members AND their
spouses/families. Sales of the Sportsman Raffle tickets are slow, and please sell, sell,
sell!!! This is a major money maker, and the Temple needs those funds to continue to
provide our Shrine family with a wonderful place to meet and prosper. It’s not that we
would just like to see the attendance numbers rise, but we like to see and catch up with
old, and new, friends. Our Fraternity stresses brotherhood and friendship, but it’s hard
to do this with people not showing up. Very much looking forward to seeing all of you
Nobles at our upcoming events!!

Yours in the Faith, Chuck.



From your High Priest and Prophet
Greg Dostal

We are planning a bus trip to Chicago to celebrate Fezzy’s 100th Birthday Bash on June 27,
2026! We will be departing from Circus Park at o’dark thirty and returning the same day. On
the way home, we’ll be stopping at Cracker Barrel for dinner. The final details are still being
arranged, but the cost will be approximately $80 per person. All are invited — spouses,
friends, and non-Shriners are welcome to join us for this special celebration!

What | need from you now is a commitment if you plan to attend. Please send me an email at
n8kfe@charter.net, or text/call me at 989-488-3320. Be sure to include the number of people
in your party.

Let’s make this a memorable celebration for Fezzy’s 100th!

Thank you.
Greg Dostal

As we run headlong into 2026, we wanted to remind everyone to mark your calendars for the
Annual Midland Area Shrine Club Golf Outing!

TR
7. Date: July 19, 2026

? Location: Sandy Ridge Golf Course
2750 Lauria Rd
Midland, MI 48642

We’ll have all the fun and frivolity you’ve come to expect from past years, so be sure to plan on
joining us.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Fraternally,
Midland Area Shrine Club



From your Oriental Guide
Edward Parks

Greeting Nobles

| hope everyone is doing well and healthy. We had a terrific Valentines Day Party and a big Thank
you to all that attended. March 1st is our Chili Cookoff at Circus Park. Cost is $10.00. Doors open
at 1:00pm then from 2:00 until 5:00 will be judging and eating. Winners will be decided at
5:00.There will be games and fellowship. We are still asking for more entrants so please make
your best chili and enter it.

***Advanced Notice***

Sept 09—Sept 13 is the GLSA in Dayton Ohio.

Elf Khurafeh is the host temple. It will be held at the Marriott at the University of Dayton.

1414 S Patterson Blvd Dayton Ohio 45409

937-223-1000

Rates are $149.00 a night

Please book your rooms ASAP

We encourage all Clubs and Units to Attend.

In closing if any of our nobility have a question or have something you need, please reach out to
your Divan Officers. Our phone numbers are located in your calenders.

Thank you. Yours in Faith

Edward Parks

Oriental Guide






I’m writing this article on Friday, February 13th — one day before | head off for the first
REAL vacation Lady Laura and | have taken since being appointed to the Divan by
lllustrious Sir Dave Karcher. Therefore, this will likely be a short article since | have a
serious case of vacation brain right now.

Numbers are in for the circus, and unfortunately, they are not where we hoped. We did
not have the benefit of having the elephants for ride income this year. We have been
told that the elephants have been retired due to age, and it’s not likely that Carden
International Circuses will look for more elephants. Along with the circuses, there have
been a few other items that have exceeded budget, so be prepared to review and
amend the budget at a business meeting in the near future.

I’'m pleased to announce that our 2023 review of financial statements is complete and
we are about halfway through the 2024 review. Once we complete that review, the next
step is filing our 990s for the temple and association. Once we have three consecutive
years confirmed and approved by the IRS, we will be reinstated as a tax-exempt
nonprofit again. We will likely need to file an extension for the 2025 tax year to buy us 6
months to complete the 2025 990, but once that is complete, we will be in compliance
with the IRS and Shriners International.

That’s about it from the Treasurer’s desk for this article. Thanks for having faith in me to
do this job! Please remember to keep our sick and shut-in nobles, first responders and
military, and especially our Shrine kids in your thoughts and prayers.

Now, if you’ll excuse me, | need to go finish packing for my trip to some warmer
latitudes! Bon Voyage!!!

Fraternally,

Jeff Downing, P.P. - Treasurer



From your Recorder

Phil Brack, P.P.

Greetings. We have survived another Circus along with the cold and snow. Thank you to all that
came out and helped. We averaged 47 Nobles per day at Flint and 43 at Saginaw. These numbers do
not include non-Shrine volunteers and the ladies. We couldn’t do it without you.

We are scanning dues cards for every Temple business meeting and event. Earn enough points and
receive a %4 zip or full zip jacket with a Shrine Temple logo. More details to follow.

If you wish to be an Associate Board Member or a Full Board Member of the Shriners Ohio or
Shriners Chicago hospital, please contact me and I will provide you with the forms and information
you will need.

Nomination. In January of each year, the Chairman of the Board of Governors shall contact, in
writing, the Potentate of each Shrine Temple that sponsors the Hospital (with copies to the
Recorder of each such Shrine Temple and all members of the Board of Governors). soliciting
nominations for all anticipated vacancies which occur on the Board of Governors at the end of that
calendar year. The Recorder of each such Shrine Temple shall promptly distribute/publicize this
information to Temple Membership in the Temple newsletter and any other applicable application
requesting nominations for anticipated vacancies on the Hospital Board of Governors. The letter
will specify the requirements and professional skills or experience necessary or desired for selection
as a Board of Governors member and will enclose a copy of the Job Description for Board of
Governors Members approved by the Board Trustees. All nominations accompanied by the
required application form are to be submitted to the Nominating Committee of the Board of
Governors not later than May 1 of that year. The Nominating Committee of the Board of
Governors shall evaluate all nominees and determine those who meet the qualifications of the
membership skills list. above, and select from those qualified the individuals whose skills and
experience will satisfy the current and/or anticipated requirements of the Board of Governors. The
Nobles selected by the Nominating Committee of the Board of Governors shall be asked to
participate in in-person interviews at the Hospital, to be conducted by the Nominating Committee.
The Nominating Committee of the Board of Governors shall then make its recommendations for
nominations to the Board of Governors. Upon approval of those recommendations by the Board of
Governors, the nominations shall be forwarded no later than September I to the Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, with a copy to the Executive Vice President, for approval by the Board of
Trustees.

Don’t forget, dues are due. Call me if you need some help.
Until next month.

Respectfully submitted, Philip Brack P.P. Recorder






From the Chaplain Robert Swartwood

Until next month, be well.

Robert L. Swartwood

Attorney at Law

164 W. Vienna Street
Clio, MI 48420

(810) 686-7687

Fax: (810) 686-7683

RLSWARTO6@aol.com

Elf Khurafeh Shrine Black Camel Report

These Nobles have been reported deceased since our last meeting.

**Graham Whipple Chesaning 1-16-2026

**Lloyd J. Williams Davison 2-13-2026



From your First Ceremonial Master
Matt Berry

Hello Nobles,

Hope you are all doing well. We had a great turnout at the Valentine’s Party, and |
truly hope that if you couldn’t make it this year, you’ll come out next year — |
promise you’ll have a blast!

The EDM Committee will be sharing its meeting night with the Davison Shrine Club
on the 4th Tuesday at John’s Pizzeria in Davison, MI, starting at 6pm. We have a real
need for nobles who would like to participate in this new and exciting fundraiser, so
please feel free to reach out to me if you’d like to help. All EDM meetings will also
include a virtual option to join.

The Davison Shrine Club, in an effort to increase visibility, is looking into
purchasing Vidalia Onion banner flags (like what the circus uses on the floor). If
you, your club, or your unit is interested, please reach out to me. We’'ll be getting
pricing and placing the order soon.

Looking ahead, we have the chili cook-off coming up, and my better half will be
making some awesome chili — so please come out and show your support for all
these wonderful cooks.

Please everyone, take care of yourselves. Look out for your fellow nobles, give
them a call, and ask how they’re doing. We all benefit when we support each other,
and it’s always nice to get a call from a friend and brother.

Fraternally,

Matthew Berry

1st Ceremonial Master



This one’s for the girls
Jami Geiser—Chief Rabban’s Lady
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Hello again nobles,

Don't forget to get your onions orders in by April 1st to me at 810 394-1860 or to Phil
Brack in the office. We are also working on getting the sauces back in stock.

Ryan Stanley PP, Onion Chairman
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Greetings Nobles & Ladies,

As a Noble who hasn't even been with the Shrine for a year yet, and who now finds himself as
2nd Ceremonial Master, | would just like to state for the record that | am absolutely amazed
and humbled by how much my fellow Nobles do, and how much they contribute to the Shrine.
The last year has been a whirlwind of events and activities, and I've tried to be involved in as
much of it as work and random ilinesses would allow. During that time, | have seen a great
many Nobles and Ladies doing tremendous work, going above and beyond the call of duty, to
make sure that these events have gone off without a hitch and have had as much impact as
possible for the community.

And those events keep on coming...Coming up in rapid succession are the Chili Cookoff (bring
your own Beano) on March 1st, the Wine & Bourbon Tasting (one of my personal favorites!) on
March 7th , our next Business Meeting on the 11th, which features a chili bar (how could you
not want to attend just to get your hands on that?!?), and finally the Easter Party on the 28th
(egg-stuffers wanted). An enormous “Thank You” to all of the Nobles and Ladies who are
making these upcoming events possible, and an incredible amount of heartfelt gratitude to our
lllustrious Potentate Phil Gean for nominating me to be 2nd Ceremonial Master, which allows
me to work alongside such amazing people.

Excelsior! Brian Wiltfong 2nd Ceremonial Master



CLAN #55 INVITES YOU ALL TO ATTEND!!






Arabian Knights
Editor: Jami Geiser
Phone: 517-915-8324

Email: ArabianKnights@ekshrine.com

ARABIAN KNIGHTS IS GOING TO BE A MONTHLY
PUBLICATION THIS YEAR. IF YOU WANT A MAILED COPY, PLEASE PAY THE
TEMPLE $30

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION: 3/20/2026

ELF KHURAFEH TEMPLE

PO BOX 1 PHONE: (810) 686-264
4240 W WILSON RD FAX (810) 686-2782
CLIO, MI 48420 EMAIL: INFO@EKSHRINE.COM

All Clubs, Units, Committee Chairs, Divan, and Nobility are encouraged to submit
monthly articles.
Thank you all so very much for your support to keep this publication going
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