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From your Potentate 
Illustrious Sir Jim Dameron 

Greetings Nobles.  

I'd like to thank everyone for entrusting me to be your Potentate for 2025. 

The Installation of officers was well attended to start our year off. 

Lady Sandie and I have a lot of fun events planned for the year. By the time this issue of the Arabian 
Knights is published, hopefully we will have had a successful circus in Flint and in Saginaw.  

Some of the other events upcoming are as follows: at the February stated business meeting we will be 
having a Sweetheart dinner. Ribeye steak, baked potato, salad, dessert Cost is $25 per person.  Please 
contact Dave Trowbridge with how you would like your steak cooked.  

February 16th we will be having the annual chili cook off and a Daytona 500 watch party. Doors open at 
1pm. Cost is $10.00 to taste all of the chili. It will be byob. We'll have corn hole boards set up, 50/50 
drawings,  and a mystery box drawing. 

The Hillbillies are having a Bourbon and Wine tasting event on the 22nd of February. It should be a great 
time.  

Just a reminder that the Arabian Knights publication will be published monthly instead of quarterly. All 
articles are due by the 15th of each month.  Submit your articles to ArabianKnights@ekshrine.com 

Yours in Faith  

Ill Sir Jim Dameron 

```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

From Shriners Children’s Chicago 

 
Bella and her sisters found a fun and creative way to keep busy when the pandemic kept 
them, and other school-aged children around the world, at home for months on end. 

This past summer the girls decided to give back in a concrete way to Shriners Children’s 
Chicago, where Bella has been a patient since she was 5. They delivered ten statues for the 
hospital’s patient gardens to express their gratitude for Bella’s orthopedic care related to 
cerebral palsy (CP).  You can read more about Bella at https://ow.ly/Cisy50UugxE 
 
 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2FCisy50UugxE%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2y8fI0JplOeVFSD3amQsDUoFFnz5i4od4-tsQjLSTZlX6qtXuakH0qNVg_aem_O6-UQ0WmcQpJU5RdOoR83Q&h=AT2GoAFfOAYM-JKFGlzzzGoajWhTAcmN0XR6jc-ISSk0QDv4vQeJ0IP2Uz_WWuSHFF2Cufg2g6DmBIUQ2-1qX4Nb0GL4KjQVfZhrBI__22Wgovvn1sVjDQhArQ3YSp7Zmiq_ScIQZzEgttE&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT02JW2WgVzsPD2g9ApA7SI5IfrQ8zF8sXztzViwyHsGgu8QEDdDJyneNYiPyCyis6MuhHMKNAlDjrplGoEi2oiGFj9UXg2KwfgKQhhJe32DxC-OH19htWVT8hobIx8AxdUJud-a3Yv8RHv70h2BYSOi8gvtJq7v5PBTxupV3rLDiv8rEby0FO-XZx348Bcejw


 

From your Chief Rabban 
Phil Gean 
 
Nobles- It's a New Year and thank you for electing me as 
Chief Rabban.                                                                          
Please check the calendar of events at ekshrine.com. 
Thank you to all the nobles that helped with the Circuses 
in Flint and Saginaw. THANKS. 
GAMING- I wish to thank Noble Rob Garceau for all his 
efforts on organizing and selling Super Bowl squares. We                                     
should have a report at the February business meeting. If                                     
you would like to take part in the future please let me 
know. 
POKER EVENTS- This month we have one event February 
16th to the 19th at the Davison American Legion post 
267. This is the first of 4 events this year. If you are 
interested in helping out let me know as I always can use 
more workers. No experience necessary ! 
See you at the Wine and Bourbon tasting February 22nd ! 
  
````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS      
 
2/1  Onion Kick-off 6pm CP   
                                                              
2/12  Business meeting/Sweetheart Dinner 6pm CP 
7pm meeting 
 
2/16  Chili Cook-off and  
Daytona watch party CP 1pm                                                               
 
2/16-2/19 Shrine Poker Room 
American Legion Post 267 
 
2/22  Hillbilly Wine and  
Bourbon Tasting event 5pm CP                       
 
 
 
 
 



 

From your Assistant Rabban 
Brian Geiser 
 

                                                           

​ GREETINGS NOBLES AND LADIES  

     Again, I want to thank everyone for their continued support of Lady Jami 

and I. As we move forward with 2025, one of our goals is to be more 

transparent. At the end of 2024 we hung a large whiteboard in the Tartan 

Room for temple communications, financial documents, and rental 

information(see pic below). Please stop in and check it out.  There is also a 

section for suggestions so please use this to bring us your thoughts and 

concerns. 

   In the coming year, Jami and I have been asked to head up the Easter party and Trunk or Treat. 

We have a good core group helping us but if anyone would like to join the team they would be 

greatly appreciated and welcomed. After the first of the year, we will be sending out letters 

regarding these events to clubs and units with more detail. 

    At our stated meeting in January, we were given our membership numbers. We are not 

gaining these days, in fact we are shrinking at an alarming rate. We also see a significantly 

decreased number of nobles at our meetings, both at stated and club and unit meetings. I have 

asked the nobles present to reach out to the men they signed for and see what it would take to 

get them more active and bring suggestions to me. I know change is not popular with everyone, 

but it would seem we need to do something different to bring our fraternity back to strong 

active numbers. 

   As always, I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at all our events that are scheduled for this 

year. If there is any information you need,  please feel free to reach out to me and I will answer 

what I can and get you the answers for anything I can’t answer.  

Brian Geiser 

Assistant Rabban 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 

From your High Priest & Prophet 
Chuck Birch 
 
Happy 2025 Brother Nobles!! Hopefully all is going well for you this first month of the year. Our 
Shrine activities are in full swing, with the Flint Shrine Circus starting Friday through Monday, 
followed by the Saginaw Circus the next weekend. Please consider joining the divan, and other 
nobles, at these circuses. We can use everyone’s assistance. I feel that I must express a high 
level of disappointment with the low level of participation of the nobility at our activities, including 
our monthly business meetings. Gentlemen, the divan needs your participation, feedback, and 
ideas to help us make your Shrine experience the most enjoyable it can be. Feedback last year 
told us that the members in the northern zone of the EKS jurisdiction wanted more meetings in 
the Saginaw site, but when we arranged to have the January Meeting in Saginaw, only 5 
members from the northern area showed up, 2 of them being elected officers. This makes it 
difficult for me to advocate for these meetings to happen when southern nobles outnumber the 
northern 6-1, at the northern site. Please attend our activities and meetings, become active, and 
join the divan in trying to make our temple an elite temple.  Yours in the Faith, Chuck Birch. 

```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
 
From your Oriental Guide 

John Banning 

Greetings Nobles, Ladies and future members, I hope that all had a good New Year and were 

able to spend time with family and friends. Not much is going on during this winter season, but 

we are looking forward to warmer weather and parades and Festivals. We are always looking 

for new nobles to join our unit and help us to make the Arab Patrol a stronger unit. If you are 

interested in joining, or you know someone that might be, please contact John Banning at 

(989)443-0293 or at john57101abn@gmail.com. We still have some mini-bikes and if you would 

like to participate, that would be awesome. I know that it is hard to think about festivities when 

we are being bombarded with snow, but spring will be here before you know it and with that the 

Parade season will begin. Thanks for reading this article and if you are interested I am available 

to hear from you. 

John Banning 

President-Arab Patrol 



 

From your Treasurer~~~~Jeff Downing PP                                                                           

 

Nobles, 

 
As I write this, we are gearing up for our annual Shrine Circus. Illustrious Sir Jim Dameron and Lady 
Sandie have a lot of fun activities and fundraisers planned for the year. Check elsewhere in this 
publication for dates and times. You are encouraged to attend as many of these as you can. These 
gatherings are a great opportunity for fun and fellowship with your fellow nobles. 
 
Club and Unit financial statements are available to be filled out. Your club or unit should receive a copy by  
postal mail. If not, this document can be accessed either on our website 
(https://www.ekshrine.com/member-resources.html) or from Shriners International’s website 
(https://www.shrinersinternational.org/en/member-center/accounting-and-governance/accounting-resourc
es). In either case, whoever accesses the files online will need to be registered to access them. If you 
have any trouble, please contact your Divan rep for help. Once your club or unit report is filled out, please 
return it to the office so we can get them turned over to our accountant. 
 
For those of you that missed the annual meeting in January, our financial position is solid. We have 
money in the bank, and our investments are doing quite well. This does not mean we can spend foolishly 
- we need to stay the course and be frugal with what we have. I have promised transparency with our 
finances, so if anyone has questions or wants to see where we are financially, I am available to discuss 
them with you by appointment. Email me at jdowning@ekshrine.com to make arrangements. 
 
Thank you for all you do to support our Shrine, and more especially, our Shrine kids. 
 
Yours in the faith, 
Jeff Downing, P.P. 
Treasurer - Elf Khurafeh Shrine 
```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
Shriners Children’s Chicago News 
We are excited to announce that Shriners Children's Chicago earned five prestigious Human Experience 
awards in 2024: four Press Ganey Guardian of Excellence awards and one Pinnacle of Excellence award. 
We are grateful for our employees' dedication to providing exceptional care and experiences, as reflected 
in the Press Ganey surveys completed by families. To celebrate, our staff enjoyed some ice cream! Stay 
tuned for more photos from our red carpet-celebration tomorrow. #AwardWinning #HumanExperience 
#HealthcareExcellence #PressGaney #EmployeeAppreciation #PatientCare #ShrinersChicago    
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From your Recorder 

Phil Brack PP 
From the Recorder;  

​ I want to thank the Nobility for electing me as your new Recorder. I know I have big 
shoes to fill and hope I can live up to your expectations. I would like to thank Illustrious Sir 
Clarence Meyer for all the hard work he put in over the years. I would also like to let Clarence 
know that you can see most of the top of the desk now. Nobles, dues are due. We suspended 24 
nobles in January for nonpayment of dues. The Shrine allows you to get 2 years behind before 
suspension. If there is a money issue, contact me and we can set up a payment plan. Dues are still 
a significant source of income for Elf Khurafeh. If you have any questions or concerns feel free 
to call me. (810)686-2641 ext. 2. I figured out how to check the voicemail on the phones so feel 
free to leave a message if I don’t answer. Also, the 2025 pocket calendars are in so if you didn’t 
get one at the circus, contact your Potentate’s rep for one. 

Yours in faith, 

​ ​ Phil Brack P.P. Recorder 

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

Shriners Children’s International News 

1/10/25 
This week, Shriners Children's opened their fifth orthopedic outpatient clinic in Mexico! The new 
location in Chihuahua joins existing clinics in Tijuana, Monterrey, Culiacán, and Guadalajara. 

“This clinic is a dream more than 25 years in the making,” said Leslie Stewart, M.D., chairman of the 
Board of Trustees. “It will certainly transform the care we provide to children throughout this city, 
state, and beyond.”The ribbon-cutting ceremony was held at the Hospital Angeles in Chihuahua and 
included the Governor of the State, María Eugenia Campos; the State Secretary of Health, Gilberto 
Baeza; as well as senior officials from Shriners Children’s, Hospital Angeles Chihuahua, members of 
various Shriners International clubs and units, members of the Hospital Shriners para Niños - México 
Board of Governors, and local Shriners Children's ambassador Mauricio, who can now receive the 
most amazing care anywhere, much closer to home. 

#ShrinersChildrens #orthopedics #OrthopedicClinic #ChihuahuaMexico 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/shrinerschildrens?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZXqgXmUm7DGXc1O9vOVoZNSjgyXIt52_Pv9RBiKFzYMRHGlv-8hnthigLyTXx1SA6L3LIs3h-p9pWD6ckUf-48OrUv46Auw9D94Qek_qOLO8bL-dmm2VU_h9US1esvjixj1RF5fP_xzbt1XS_LocjB4ldVEi02TcjdZOWOjPAEo5_bzfvQhfAZisvV7_ynceYI&__tn__=*NK-R
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From the 1st Ceremonial Master 

Tim Birch 

 Hello Nobles, 

         As First Ceremonial I do not have much to report from the clubs I represent since a major 
surgery and amputation of one of my toes and a lingering infection. But after the last surgery 
and stent placement things are starting to look brighter. Back in November Oriental Guide 
Chuck Birch and I traveled to Tawas City for the White Pine Shrine Club meeting at Jacks Bar. A 
good time was had by all and the food was great. Other Northern clubs will be visited soon as 
they come back from being dark for heavy winter weather. Thanks to all who sent get well 
wishes for my surgeries and sickness!! 

 Yours in the Faith, 

Tim Birch, First Ceremonial Master 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the 2nd Ceremonial Master 

Tim Corrigan 
 

Greetings Nobles New and Old,​
​
Thank you to all who attended the 2025 Elf Khurafeh Installation. It was a nice event for the 

Potentate Jim Dameron and his Lady Sandie. Also congratulations to the 2024 Potentate Greg 

Cartwright and Lady Lisa on a good year. I’m your  2nd Ceremonial Master this year, so if there’s 

anything you need please reach out and I’ll do my best to help. 

Timothy “Knoby” Corrigan​
2nd Ceremonial  Master 

 

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

From the Director General 

Ed Winer 

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 



 

From the Captain of the Guard 

Travis Schlosser 

Happy New Year! 
From Your Captain Of The Guard.  
 
I hope this year brings a lot of success to us all. 
Things to watch out for in the coming days and months are 
Oasis Membership dinner and meeting on the 3rd Thursday FEB 20th 5:30 
 
Please RSVP so we may have a good idea of how much food to order. 
CONTACT TRAVIS SCHLOSSER 810-577-3524 Call or Text 
 
Dinner will be pork tenderloin medallions, red skin potatoes and California vegetable mix. 
Served with great fellowship. 
 
 Oasis Spring Craft Show 
Saturday, April 12·9:00am – 4:00pm 
 Oasis Spring Craft Show 
Sunday, April 13·10:00am – 4:00pm 

 
Till Next Month! Shrine On! 
 
`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
From The Director’s Staff 
 

Greetings from the Director's Staff. First off, congratulations to our 2025 Potentate Jim Dameron 

and his Divan. We’re looking forward to a great year. Now, how many of you know what a Shrine 

Pirate is or would like to become one? Well Arrr Matey ii be Ez. It’s something fun you can do 

with your wife or lady. Contact the Director of the DStaff, Travis or “Shem”, and he’ll take your 

information. So far we’ve only done this at one ceremonial however, if there’s enough interest, 

we’ll look at doing it 2 times a year. ​
Also, we’re having a raffle at the Sportsman’s Raffle. Our tickets are $1.00 ea.  We’re raffling a 

Gun Cleaning Kit.  If you'd like to join a laidback unit we’re the unit for you. We meet at Circus 

Park the 1st Monday of the month.  

 

Timothy “Knoby” Corrigan ​
Past Director  
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Greetings Nobles, 

I'm the Onion Chairman this year. So please email me your Unit or clubs onion orders. 

So far as of 1/14/2025, I have Shiawassee Shrine Club with 1000 bags. 

My email is knobyclown@gmail.com 

Please get me orders the sooner the better. Thank you. 

Timothy Corrigan 

Onion Chairman 



 

From the Outer Guard 

Robert Gaffney 

The Installation of Officers is complete and all have been sworn in to their appropriate positions. 
Potentate Dameron has appointed me to the Divan as Outer Guard, Chief Ambassador, and 
overseer of the elephant rides at the Elf Khurafeh Circuses.  

The circuses will be over by the time this article is published. I hope we have had a successful 
one, all had fun, and the Shrine made a lot of money. Thank all of you who participated in 
working the circuses and the other functions throughout the rest of the year. Remember, it is for 
the kids. 

I look forward to working with Potentate Dameron to ensure a successful year. 

Bob Gaffney—Outer Guard 
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From the Chaplain 

Robert Swartwood 
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From the Chief Aide 

Ed Soper 

Greeting from the Chief Aide 

My name is Edward Soper. I am Chief Aide on the Divan this year for our Potentate Jim 
Dameron. Joining the Elected Divan is John Banning and Lady Jill, Robert Swartwood P.P. and 
Lady Sandy, and Philip Brack P.P. and Lady Lisa. 

Upcoming events in January will be The Shrine Circus in Flint from January 17th-20th 2025. In 
Saginaw January 24th-26th 2025. 

Illustrious Sir Jim Dameron and Lady Sandie will have a Sweetheart Dinner February 12th at the 
regular business meeting at Circus Park (social hour 5pm, Dinner 6pm, meeting 7pm)  

Elf Khurafeh Shrine will have a Chili cookoff and Daytona party February 16th at Circus Park 
Clio, Mi. Doors open at 1pm. $10/ person. 

Chili, B.Y.O.B, Cornhole, mystery box raffle, It is free to enter your chili. 

 

Sincerely, 

Chief Aide Edward Soper 



 

 

Membership 

In an ever-changing world, a fraternity like the Shriners provides you with a sense of belonging, making 
lifetime friends who you call family. The Shriners  have a good time for a good cause, raising much 
needed funds to assist Shriners Children's. Each Shriner is expected to help the fraternity grow by 
recruiting new members and being as active as possible. I know trying to get new members is tough as 
most have a family now, however, I have a solution, well a possible one. Have events at the temple for the 
whole family. For example, we had Pizza, Puzzles, and Beer night. Try a Family Game Night. This is 
something I’ve learned after taking different Shrine Training and Webinars, and it was pushed NOT ALL 
SHRINE EVENTS NEED ALCOHOL. ​
We need to grow membership. I know we can’t help deaths. But we can’t continue to lose members. So if 
you know a Former Shriner who’s still a Master Mason, put them in contact with me and I can make a 
special arrangement where they pay the current dues and they are a member again. ​
As your Membership Chairman I’m open to all ideas. Yes, your Membership Chairman. As Membership 
Chairman I work for you, the nobles, because as the temple membership grows your unit and clubs can 

grow too. ​
​
Timothy “ Knoby’ Corrigan ​
Membership Chairman 
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Security 

Greetings Nobles New and Old,​
​
Have you given any thought to joining the Security Unit ? The work is easy. We help with crowd control 

at the Circus, parking at events like The Sportsman Raffle, 2 people sign up to work rentals, and we act as 

a liaison for Elf Khurafeh to the renters. We also handle issues like “Excuse me where’s the bathroom” or 

fixing a tripped breaker. We meet on the 3rd Monday of the month at Circus Park. Also we are having a 

raffle table at the Sportsman Raffle and we will be raffling off 25x70 Binoculars. Tickets are $1.00ea.​
​
Timothy “Knoby”  Corrigan ​
Unit Secretary/Treasurer 



 

 

From The Motorcycle Drill Team 

 Greetings riders, ladies and future drill team members. Do you own a motorcycle? It doesn’t 

matter what you ride. Tryke, two wheeler, or freewheeler. If you ride and would like to have fun 

then you can be part of this unit. Do you enjoy going to parades and making people happy 

seeing motorcycles doing tricks? If so, you are what we are looking for. 

I know right now the weather sucks and probably the last thing you are thinking about is riding, 

but spring will be here before you know it and we will be prepping for our first parade of the year. 

We usually meet up at a designated location and ride together to the parade site. We will be 

having a meeting and family cook-out prior to the season and you are welcome to attend. I 

don’t care if you ride a Harley, Honda, or Yamaha. It doesn’t matter, we are just looking for able 

bodies to support this great unit and raise money for the kids. 

I will be posting the date for the meeting and cook-out in next month’s edition. I will be asking 

people to supply the things that we need for the cook-out. I.E. charcoal and utensils. I will supply 

the food and drinks. So if you think that this might be for you, please contact John Banning at 

(989)443-0293 or at my email address john57101abn@gmail.com. I am looking forward to 

hearing from you. 

John Banning 

Director—Motorcycle drill team 
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Moslem Shrine Temple’s Calendar of Events 

2/8    Sportsman’s Raffle–Suburban Collection Showplace  Novi, MI  12-5 

2/15   Who wants to get lucky event–Moslem Shrine Center  37987 Interchange Dr.           

Farmington Hills, MI  12-4 



 

           

                      Making a Difference  
How Shriners Children’s 

Ohio is transforming 
Hollo’s life  

Fifteen-year-old Hollo traveled all the way from 
Tanzania for life-changing care. At five years old, she 
was attacked by a hyena on her way to school. Since 
then she’s lived with significant scarring on her face 
and scalp as well as nerve damage because she was 
unable to get the medicine and supplies she needed.  

She will be staying in Ohio for the next several months 
to undergo laser treatments and several other 
procedures. Hollo is already enjoying her time in Ohio. 
She experienced snow for the first time, and while she 
enjoyed it, she didn’t like how cold it was!  

We’re here to provide the most AMAZING CARE anywhere for 
every child   

with burn and plastic surgery needs!  

‘It’s the little things:’ How a small gift made a 
big  difference to Shriners Children’s 
Chicago patient 
Just before the holidays, Aliza, who works in patient access   
at Shriners Children’s Chicago, received a message from our   
financial counselor about a distressed mother of a patient.   
Her daughter, Lura, had left her prized stuffed animal, Rubble,   
in the lobby the day before. Despite a thorough search,   
Rubble was nowhere to be found.  

Aliza had just won an Amazon gift card during the employee   
holiday lunch and immediately used it to order a replacement   
Rubble. She ensured it shipped with a heartfelt note “Sent   
with love from Shriners Children’s Chicago Patient Access.”   
The gesture brought comfort to Lura during a difficult time   
and is a reminder that Amazing Care also includes the little   
things that make a difference in a patient’s life.  



 

SHRINERSOHIO.ORG   
2211 N. Oak Park Ave.  Chicago, IL 60707  
 

 
 

                                              Our Black Camel Report 
 
David A Shoultz, Lapeer   11-9-2024,  Ward H Coon, Owosso  10-17-2024,  Robert A 
Siedmiorka, Columbiaville  10-31-2024,  Richard F Fullmer, Caro  10-20-2024,  Ronald L Birgy, 
Fife Lake  2-16-2024,  Robert J Garske, Akron, MI  7-8-2023,  William A Scott, Cheboygan  
11-8-2020,  Everette B Steele, Fenton  5-5-2020,  C. L. Monroe, Golden, CO  4-30-2022,  
Donald L Barber, Alma  2-18-2022,  William Niazy, Clarkston  6-29-2024,  Billy E Joseph, 
Prescott,  10-10-2024, P.P. Norman H Storms, Flint  12-5-2024. David M. Taylor, Metamora 
5-15-2024, Richard L. Walker, Imlay City 9-3-2023, James L Carriere, Livingston, TX 9-21-2023, 
Art Curtis, 10-2024, and P.P. Roy Kinne, Linden 1-13-2025 
  
Philip Brack,P.P. 
Recorder 
Elf Khurafeh Shrine 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From the Clowns 
 
Clown of the year  
We are pleased to announce that the 2025 Clown of the Year is Tim “Knoby” Corrigan. Why did 
we choose him? He is the epitome of the Shrine. He was a Shriner child. He grew to become a 
master mason and then became a Shriner to give back to the great care that was given to him. 
He has done so much for EK Shrine that we couldn’t even begin to name them all. (2nd 
Ceremonial Master, Chief Aide, Director of different clubs and units, President of SFA, etc..) 
Knoby is the face of the Shrine, a perfect example of why we do what we do. So back to the 
question of why we chose him? The answer simply is “Why wouldn’t we?” 
We’re looking forward to clowning around at the circuses and having a great year this year. 

Thank you! 

Chris Biazza 

President 

 

 

  
 



 

 
 

WHITE PINE SHRINE CLUB 

AN ELF KHURAFEH SHRINE CLUB ON THE SUNRISE SIDE 

 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?  In 1634 a ship load of New England white pine logs were 
sent to mother England to provide masts and spars for the Royal Navy.  White pine 
trees, growing as tall as 150’, being light, strong and resilient enough to withstand 
nature’s tumults were ideally suited to rig the navy that ruled the world!  By 1652 
white pine was the premier mast making material, and the King decreed that all white 
pine trees 12 inches wide or more, growing in the colonies, were the property of 
England.  A tool resembling an adz was used to imprint the King’s broad arrow mark 
and the trees no longer belonged to individual landowners in the colonies. 
​ After 121 years of this imposition the growing cadre of entrepreneur 
lumbermen providing the timber to build a new nation grew increasingly vexed by this 
edict and they organized a revolt.  They abducted the King’s tree marking soldiers and 
were summarily arrested and brought before the crown’s court.  A Royal judge levied 
a substantial fine of £20 and released them with stern admonishment.  Word spread of 
their audacity and a party, (of mostly Masons), inspired by the lumbermen’s tactics, 
cast chests of tea into Boston Harbor!  And, the rest, as they say, is history! 
​ The white pine was and is a valued commodity in our area of Michigan and 
aptly gave its name to our club.  Just like the white pine trees, Shriners stand tall and 
support the “rigging” or motivating forces which provide the finances for children in need of 
orthopedic and burn healing at Shriners Children's hospitals.  “No man stands so tall as when he 
stoops to help a child!”  That’s what White Pine Shrine Club is all about! 
 

WHO ARE THESE GUYS? 
​ The camaraderie and fellowship inherent in being a Shriner provide a fulfilling and 
rewarding experience of raising funds to help children grow up to lead a full life.  You have seen 
our kids on TV explaining what the Shrine has done for them and you have seen us in our Fezes 
selling Shrine onions and riding on our float in parades.  You may have attended one of our 
circuses, watched our clowns perform or watched the Shrine open golf tournament.  Shriners 
bring the talents and resources God has given them and provide awesome medical treatment for 
children in our communities and they have fun doing it!   

     Who wouldn’t want to be a part of “the greatest fraternity on Earth?” 
   

 
 

Some people cling to the mythology of Shriners 
being wealthy and into indulgent revelry.  Nothing could be further from the reality of today’s 



 

hardworking and dedicated band of men committed to helping children get the medical care they 
need. 

 
If you are one of our members who have not attended recently or a Mason with a desire 

to lend a helping hand to children in need, White Pine offers a golden opportunity to get 
involved. Your Fez will draw out stories of those who know someone who was rescued by our 
Shrine.  Their tears of gratitude will fill your heart with pride.  You owe it to yourself to earn a 
share of one of life’s greatest experiences!  Contact one of our Nobles today, and bring a friend 
to Shrine in 2025!  ​ ​                        White Pine Secretary, Robert Thacker 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                       

The Security Unit is selling these Elf Khurafeh Shrine hats.  

$20 each or 2 for $30. Get in touch with a member of Security to get one for yourself 

and a friend. 

 
Arabian Knights 

Editor: Jami Geiser 
Phone: 517-915-8324 

Email: ArabianKnights@ekshrine.com 
 

ARABIAN KNIGHTS IS GOING TO BE A MONTHLY 
PUBLICATION THIS YEAR. 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION:  2/15/2025 
 

ELF KHURAFEH TEMPLE 
PO BOX 1                             PHONE: (810) 686-264 
4240 W WILSON RD                 FAX (810) 686-2782 

             CLIO, MI 48420                   EMAIL: INFO@EKSHRINE.COM 
 

All Clubs, Units, Committee Chairs, Divan, and Nobility are encouraged to submit monthly articles. 
Thank you all so very much for your support to keep this publication going 

mailto:ArabianKnights@ekshrine.com
mailto:INFO@EKSHRINE.COM
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