ARABIAN KNIGHTS

NEWSLETTER FOR ELF KHURAFEH SHRINE

DECEMBER 2025 EDITION
HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM
ELF KHURAFEH SHRINE!

PICTURES FROM CHICAGO...OUR PATIENTS
WE SPONSORED FROM MEXICO.

ALEXA

ALAN

10 YRS OLD 19 YRS OLD



Lady Sandie

810-625-8519 sajebeauty@comcast.net

Lady Judy
810-515-9370  jpgean8288l@gmail.com

Lady Laura

810-341-3490 ldowning@ekshrine.com

Lady Jami
517-915-8324 jami61576@gmail.com

Lady Jill
989-714-1562 jill.a.banning@gmail.com

Lady Lisa

810-210-2116 _koalamama990@aol.com



mailto:jdent48423@yahoo.com
mailto:sajebeauty@comcast.net
mailto:briangeiser20@gmail.com
mailto:jpgean82881@gmail.com
mailto:jami61576@gmail.com
mailto:umpdad1@yahoo.com
mailto:jill.a.banning@gmail.com
mailto:jdowning@ekshrine.com
mailto:recorder@ekshrine.com
mailto:jdowning@ekshrine.com
mailto:ldowning@ekshrine.com

APPOINTED DIVAN

Lady Sandy Lady Caroline
810-730-6301 skmohrfun@att.net 810-624-4243 starzanlO@gmail.com

Lady Terrie
989-928-2889 eandt50@charter.net

Rise and Thrive in ‘25

It's all about the kids

Lady Sandy
810-397-0901
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Greetings Nobles,

The weather is starting to turn colder, the holiday season is upon us.

By the time this article comes out | hope everyone has had a great Thanksgiving holiday.
We also had our Fall Ceremonial. We had a great turnout at our Feztival of Trees event.

Coming up in the month of December, at our monthly membership meeting, we will have our
election of officers. You will have to be current on your dues and have your dues card with you
to be able to vote.

Also upcoming events in December are the Oasis Installation of Officers and Christmas party on
December 6th. The Oasis Shrine Club craft show is December 13th and 14th.

Lady Sandie and | have had a great year and want to thank everyone for the support we have
been shown this year.

It has been a pleasure to have been entrusted to be Potentate of EIf Khurafeh Temple.
We have accomplished a great deal of things this year.

| would like to thank my Divan and their ladies for all the hard work that was put forth to make it
a great year.

From the bottom of my heart | want to give sincere thanks for the opportunity.
Yours in faith
Jim Dameron

Potentate EIf Khurafeh Shrine.




From your Chief Rabban - Phil Gean

Nobles- Remember that at our next business meeting you have the opportunity
to elect your officers for next year. It is important that you attend and make your
voice heard.

The holidays are upon us so have fun and be aware. It’s also the installation
season for clubs and units. Please attend them if you can. They need your support
as well as attendance.

I posted this last month and will continue to do so as it's very important.

All clubs and units make plans to attend next year’s 2026 GLSA in Dayton, OH as
we will be hosting. Plans are being made to have our ceremonial next year with
all of the GLSA Shrines at GLSA. The date for the ceremonial will be Saturday
September 12th. The dates for GLSA are 9/9/26 to 9/13/26. It will be a lot of fun
as the event team is putting together a lot of great things to do.

Stay tuned. We will have fun helping our kids!

Thank you for your support
Chief Rabban

Philip F Gean




EK SHRINE’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 6 Qasis Installation of Officers

December 10

December 13

December 14

December 24

December 25

December 31

Election of Officers & Business Meeting

6pm dinner 7pm meeting

Arab Patrol Christmas Party

Oasis Shrine Club craft show 9am-4pm

Oasis Shrine Club craft show 10am-4pm

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve
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From your Assistant Rabban
Brian Geiser

GREETINGS NOBLES AND LADIES

As the holidays are approaching, | hope everyone can spend some valuable time
together. Jami and | have had probably the busiest past few years. We are now into
our full planning of 2027. | would be honored to continue in the line and serve you
as the Chief Rabban in 2026. If you or your lady would like to assist us with events in

2027, please reach out to us so we can include you in our planning.

Please start thinking about 2026. E.K. will be hosting G.L.S.A. In Dayton OH. with Ill. Sir
John Arnould as President in 2026. We will need help with this and commitments

from clubs/units for parading and for putting on the fall ceremonial.

As always, I’'m looking forward to seeing everyone at all our events that are
scheduled for this coming year. If there is any information you need, please feel free to reach

out to me and | will answer what | can and get you the answers for anything | can’t answer.

Brian Geiser

Assistant Rabban



From your High Priest & Prophet
Chuck Birch

Good November to you, Nobles!! Hopefully you are adapting to the time and weather
changes. We've had our first snow, and we’ll probably get plenty more. The Temple has
some exciting events coming up and hopefully you will be able to participate in some, if
not all of them. Coming up the week of Thanksgiving is The Feztival of Trees at Circus
Park. If you have never experienced this event, I highly recommend you do so. Bring

the whole family and get into the holiday spirit. Wives, girlfriends, kids, moms and dads,
brothers and sisters will enjoy this experience, and you might get lucky and win one of
the prizes. Our annual election of officers will take place at our December business
meeting. Attend and exercise your right and responsibility to vote and help shape the
officer core that you desire to operate your Temple. Our Installation of Officers will take
place on the first Saturday in January. Please come and witness our new Potentate and
group of officers take their official stations for the upcoming year. In January, EK Shrine
will again sponsor the Shrine Circus in Flint and Saginaw. We need Nobles to help with
these circus’ and join in the fun. Nobles, this is YOUR Temple, and we need your
participation and input to continue to make Elf Khurafeh the great Shrine Temple we
love! Attend the functions and become an active Shriner!!!

Yours in the Faith, Chuck.
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From your Treasurer~~~~Jeff Downing PP

Nobles,

By the time this article gets published, we should have a draft copy of our 2022 review
of financial statements in our hands for the executive board to review and approve. This
will put us one step closer to getting all our finances in order. We still need to complete
reviews for 2023 and 2024, then file 990s for each year. Then the Temple and
Association will have our exempt status reinstated.

We still have a lot of work to do on our Clubs though. We have two out of seventeen
clubs that have been reinstated and two that never lost their exempt status. We still
have thirteen clubs to finish. To get them all reinstated, it is of the utmost importance
that | get bylaws, founding documents, and inception date for those clubs. If we do NOT
get these clubs reinstated, they will need to file corporate taxes with the IRS for each
year they are delinquent.

Also, as | write this article, final plans are being made for this year’s FEZtival of Trees.
This year looks to have the most displays since we started in 2022. The FEZtival
committee will have spent Thursday — Saturday laying out the floor plan, greeting
sponsors who are there to set up their displays, and prepping the hall for visitors. Then
we, along with other volunteers, will have been greeting visitors and selling raffle tickets
starting on Monday, the 24th . We will draw the winners Sunday, November 30th after
closing. The FEZtival committee thanks all the clubs, units, and other Shrine groups that
sponsored the event. Big thanks also to the many Masonic Lodges that sponsored this
event. We also send thanks to the many community sponsors that helped with displays
or donations. And finally, I'd like to thank all the FEZtival committee members for the
outstanding job they did putting on this event.

Please keep our military, first responders, and especially our Shrine Kids in your
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thoughts and prayers.

Yours in the Faith,
Jeff Downing, P.P.
Treasurer
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Phil Brack, P.P.

Greetings. This will be the last article of the year. Where did the time go? I
hope all the deer hunters fared well.

We still have a couple dozen members that will be suspended for non-payment of
dues at the end of the year. Please get those payments in or call me (810-686-2641 ex
2) if you need help. We don’t want to lose you.

We will hold the election of officers at the December 10, 2025 business meeting. All
Nobles that come to vote must be current in their dues. Dues cards will be checked
at the door.

§ 325.11 Election Regulations. (a) Electioneering. A candidate for an elected office in
a Shrine temple may print, publish and circulate during the year he is seeking the
elected office, a résumé consisting of his educational background, his vocational
history, and his Masonic and Shrine record. Except as provided in the prior
sentence, the printing, publication, circulating or distribution of resolutions, letters,
telegrams, tickets, email or other devices, by a unit, club, Noble, or group of Nobles,
suggesting, recommending, opposing, or containing the names of proposed
candidates for office in the temple is prohibited. (b) Expenditures Prohibited. The
expenditure of money for gifts, favors, or entertainment on behalf of a candidate for
elected office is prohibited. (c) Violation. For any violation of (a) or (b), the Imperial
Potentate may suspend any offending Noble, and he may declare the election of the
officers void and order a new election. (d) Notice. At least one week prior to the
annual meeting or any election, the temple Recorder shall mail to each member a
notice thereof containing this section.

This article is your notice.
Until next month.

Respectfully submitted, Philip Brack P.P. Recorder
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Hello Nobles and Ladies,

This being my final article as | am resigning from the Divan, | will keep it brief. Due to the toils of
travel and health concerns | have decided to resign and turn the office of First Ceremonial Master
to "New Blood". | have thought this over for quite a while and the Temple needs a more healthy
and present officer than | can be. | wish to thank all of you for the support during my 3 years and
also to the Northern Michigan clubs | served as Potentate's rep. AuSable Shrine Club, Northern
Michigan Shrine Club, White Pine Shrine Club, and Oscoda County Shrine Club have all been great
and | will still be venturing up north once in a while for their meetings. Once again thanks to all

and remember, "we have fun, so kids can run"!!

Sincerely, Tim Birch




From the Chaplain Robert Swartwood

Greetings brothers and sisters. As we enter into the season of Thanksgiving and
Christmas, please take time to reflect on the many blessings we have all received. With
the many problems we see in the world, the USA remains the best country in the world.
Throughout my military career, | was able to travel the world and see life of extreme
poverty, life under Communist leaders and life under dictatorships. | wish that the
people who seem to hate this country could see life, like | have, in these various political
systems. It changes you forever and reminds you of how lucky we are to live here. The
bible is full of verses whereby we are to give thanks even in hardships. All things of
God are for good. Even if it doesn't seem that way at the time we are going through it.
True happiness only exists when you completely give your life to the lord and let him
guide you through his plan. If you have not done that, | strongly suggest that you do.
Your eternity will be confirmed and you will have peace in this life like you have never
experienced before. Time is short and there is a lot at stake. God Bless you and your
family and may the lord protect you all and keep you safe as we go about our daily life.
Your Chaplain.

Robert L. Swartwood
Attorney at Law

164 W. Vienna Street
Clio, MI 48420

(810) 686-7687

Fax: (810) 686-7683

RLSWARTO6@aol.com




From your Marshal-William Wagner

Hello Nobles,

Greetings from your Marshal! I’'ve been tasked with planning a baseball outing
with the Mid Michigan Loons. My lodge, Genesee #174, did this last year, and it
was a fantastic time for everyone.

My proposal is to attend the game on June 7th. We’ll have seats in the Northern
Lights Pavilion, which will cost $27 per person and includes a meal with unlimited
sides and unlimited soda.

You’re welcome to invite family, friends, and anyone else you’d like to bring
along. These are great seats, and the game is always a lot of fun!

In December, we’ll vote on purchasing the tickets as these seats sell very quickly
and we fear they may be gone by January. We need to know ASAP please if this is
something you’d like to do and how many tickets you would be interested in
getting. Please email me at wagnew0923@hotmail.com to let me know. Thank you

so much.

Bill Wagner
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This one’s for the girls (and guys this time)

Jami Geiser—Assistant Rabban’s Lady

Thank you to all of the elected and appointed Divan officers that served the
Temple in 2025. I'm sure 2026 will be wonderful. Thank you lllustrious Sir Jim
Dameron and Lady Sandie for a great year.
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Burn survivor reflects on amazing
care at Shriners Children’s Ohio

“Shriners is the only place | feel completely
comfortable showing my scars.”

Those are powertul words from Carrie, a burn

survivor and former Shriners Children’s patient. She
was burned in 1968 at just three years old. She was
initially treated at a different hospital but came to
Shriners Children's after her mother learned about
our care at a community picnic. She traveled from
Evansville, Indiana to our hospital several times a year
until her final surgery in 1981,

the most AMAZING CARE anywhere

Elvin inspires with Shriners Children’s Chicago journey

After a spinal cord injury from a gunshot,
a dedicated team at Shriners Children's
Chicago guided Elvin's recovery.

The team provided physical and
occupational therapy with creativity, and
COmpassion — using music, art, even
cooking — to help him rebuild strength
and independence. A tendon transfer
orthopedic surgery restored grasp in his
one functioning hand.

Elvin has regained confidence and found
a caring community at Shriners Children's

that helps him roll into a new, fulfilling life.
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Our Black Camel Report

These Nobles have been reported deceased since our last meeting.

Donald Martin JR
Raymond D. Boyden
Robert J. Dundas
Leroy E. Shumaker
Monty L. Kruttlin
Peter Van Haaren
Howard M. Horton
John R. Westendorf
Duane Todd

Guy G. Crockett
Eugene H. Miller
William R. Sharp

Carl H. Henderson

Port Saint Lucie, FlI

Flint
Davison
Clio
Harrisville
Freeland
Fenton
Lapeer
Beaverton
Freeland
Saginaw
Harrison

Fenton

9-27-2025
10-12-2025
5-14-2024
4-11-2024
9-18-2025
4-16-2025
8-8-2024
8-5-2025
11-30-2024
11-4-2025
10-6-2025
7-14-2025
11-16-2025



PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT THIS
FUTURE EVENT!!!

ANNUAL OASIS SHRINE CLUB WINTER CRAFT
AND VENDOR SHOW

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13TH 2025 9AM-4PM AND
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH 2025 10AM-4PM

LOCATED AT SHRINE CIRCUS PARK EVENT CENTER
4240 W WILSON RD
CLIO, MI 48420

THE CRAFT SHOW FEATURES WOODWORKING ITEMS,
TUMBLERS, BAKED GOODS, CANDLES, JEWELRY, CROCHETED
AND KNITTED PRODUCTS, BATH AND BEAUTY ITEMS, AND SO

MUCH MORE!
COME ON OUT AND DO A LITTLE SHOPPING FOR YOURSELF OR
FOR SOMEONE ELSE.

IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN TAKING PART IN THE SHOW:
SPACE RENTAL FEES 8X10 $35 PER DAY OVERSIZED $65 PER
DAY
NEED ELECTRIC? ADD $10 EXTRA PER DAY

RETURNING VENDOR/CRAFTER? ASK ME ABOUT A DISCOUNT

FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE CONTACT JAMI GEISER AT

517-915-8324 (CALL OR TEXT) OR JAMI61576 @GMAIL.COM OR
PLEASE VISIT WWW.EKSHRINE.COM.

JAMI IS THE ONLY CONTACT FOR THIS EVENT
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Arabian Knights
Editor: Jami Geiser
Phone: 517-915-8324
Email: ArabianKnights@ekshrine.com

ARABIAN KNIGHTS IS GOING TO BE A MONTHLY
PUBLICATION THIS YEAR. IF YOU WANT A MAILED COPY, PLEASE PAY THE
TEMPLE $30

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION: 1/20/2025

ELF KHURAFEH TEMPLE

PO BOX 1 PHONE: (810) 686-264
4240 W WILSON RD FAX (810) 686-2782
CLIO, MI 48420 EMAIL: INFO@EKSHRINE.COM

All Clubs, Units, Committee Chairs, Divan, and Nobility are encouraged to submit
monthly articles.
Thank you all so very much for your support to keep this publication going
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